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The consideration on the international trend of illicit trafficking
of nuclear materials
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Abstract

Since the incident of the illicit trafficking of nuclear materials was increased
with the collapse of the former Soviet Union and the birth of Newly
Independent States in 1991, the international community as well as International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) developed a |lllicit Trafficking Database
Program(ITDP) to prevent the illicit trafficking worldwide and requested the
member States to participate it. Also, with occurrence of September 11th
terrorism in USA, the international community perceived the significance of the
physical protection of nuclear facilities and radioactive materials and the illicit
trafficking of nuclear material has been eventually considered as a threat against



the nuclear facilities. In this circumstances, IAEA State members have been
discussing the countermeasures against the illicit trafficking. This study
suggests a countermeasures through the analysis of the incidents with respect
to the illicit trafficking in the past 10 years.
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Confirmed Nuclear Material Incidents
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Confirmed Incidents, 1981-March 2000
Material Type by Category
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